SE THE | ” WW 
| True STATE of the Cs E, 7 
| 4 IN AN 
ADDRESS 
T O 
ALL the Goop PEOPLE 
O F 


E N G L 4 MN D. 


From a Well-wiſher to his Country, 


— Yerum atque decens Curo = 


+ Nullius addictus jurare in verba Magiſtri. 
Hos. Lib. 1. Epiſt. 1. 


— 
— 
of 
„ 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. HixnxM an, in Pater- noſter Row, 
M. DCC. LXIII. 


Price One Shilling, ] 


— — 
j = 7 OY 7 d 
Harvar: * Library, N 
Lord Rivers laruphlet Collection. g 
Gitt of Mrs. L. Bettman; 
Feb. 28, 06. 7 
\ ; 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of the following Sheets 

thinks proper to declare in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Manner, that be is altogether unknown 
to, unacquainted, and unconnected with all 
and every one of the Perſonages named or 
hinted at in this Addreſs : And that neither 
he, any of his Family or Friends have at any 
time, to his Knowledge, ever received any 
Benefit, Place, Preferment, Injury, or Diſ- 
appointment at the Hand of any of the above- 
mentioned Perſons, to fway his Mind for or 
againſt them : That be is of no Party but 
that of the true Friends of the King and 
People of England: And that be is moved 
to publiſh theſe bis real Sentiments, merely 
from the Principles of unfeigned Loyalty, 
profound Reſpecs for publick Virtue, the 
Love of Truth, and an Abhorrence of Diſ- 
guiſe and Falſehood. 


Aa T HE 


THE 
True STATE of the CASE, Oc. 


Yeo + ITHERTO, my Countrymen 
e D and Friends, I have fat by; 
5 SPE and though greatly concerned 
Da at, yet have not been at all 
engaged in any of, thoſe political Diſputes, 
that have too long ſubſiſted. Contented 
with knowing the Subjects of them, I pur- 
poſely avoided reading any Eſſay, Letter, 
or Diſſertation on them: Well knowing, 
that the Writers of a Party are not always 
under the Influence of Truth; and that, 
being for the moſt part more ſollicitous to 
gratify perſonal Malice, as well as to pro- 
pagate the Opinion of their Party, than they 
are to demonſtrate Truth, they impoſe on 
the Underſtanding of plain, unprejudiced 
Men, by ſpecious, but fallacious Reaſon- 

91 ing; 
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ing; inflame the Paſſions with perſonal 
Declamation ; and by falſe Repreſentations 
and groundleſs Aſſertions, miſlead the 
Judgment. ah 


For this Reaſon, I reſolved to wait with 
Patience, until Men and Meaſures ſhould 
unfold themſelves; and to obſerve the 
Conduct of the Perſons, and the Courſe 
of the Things under Confideration, before 
I ſhould make any Judgment of either ; 
and choſe to found my Opinion on Con- 
viction, not in Prepoſſeſſion. 


My Deſign is now fully anſwered ; thoſe 
ſcribbling Eſſayiſts are found to be like in- 
ferior Actors on the Stage, introduced to 
prepare the Audience for the Appearance 
of the principal Performers, who are to 
bring on the Cataſtrophe. Time, that 
bringeth moſt hidden Things to Light, has 
laid open the Source, from which thoſe 
Streams of Bitterneſs have ſo freely flowed : 
And it is to me, and all impartial Men, 
moſt evident, that Envy and Ambition 
only, have cauſed that foul Current of 
- Abuſe, that did ſo copiouſly over-run the 
Nation, 
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Nation. And no wonder, that Waters, 
flowing through dirty Channels from 
ſuch a tainted Spring, ſhould be impure ! 
But, that the great Characters aimed at, 
ſhould not be defiled by the Uncleanneſs, 
or overwhelmed by the Rage of the Tor- 
rent, is ſurpriſing ; and can be owing to 
nothing, but the Purity of their Affections 
and Intentions, and the Rectitude and In- 
tegrity of their Conduct. But this by the Bye. 


The Minds of the Publick having been 
pretty well prepared and prejudiced, the 
grand Scene has been opened; and the 
principal Actors have come on, to take up 
the Buſineſs of the Drama, where the 
others had left it. But, as my Deſign in 
this Addreſs is, to endeavour to undeceive 
well-meaning Men, whoſe Eyes are caught 
with a falſe Luſtre, that, like Ignis fatuus, 
would lead them in the dark, to Ruin ; 
and to inform others, who not having Op- 
portunity of knowing the Truth, or Lei- 
ſure to ſearch it out, may be eaſily led, to 
adopt Opinions, and eſpouſe a Cauſe they 
would abhor, if fairly underſtood ; I ſhall 
wave all farther Alluſions, and ſpeak to 


you 


18 
you, my Friends, in a Character that be- 


comes us all; that of a plain, honeſt 
Country- man. 


The chief of the Principals on one Side 
of the Diſpute, was for a conſiderable time 
during the late Reign, Prime or Sole Mi- 
niſter in Effect, without incurring the 
odious Name of it. By him all Places, 
Penſions and Preferments were beſtowed; 
all Negotiations at Home and Abroad were 
by him directed; all the publick and moſt 
ſecret Affairs of State were either tranſacted 
by him, or received their Fiat from him, 
With what Abilities, and with what De- 
gree of Succeſs and Advantage to the Na- 
tion, all things were ſo done by him, every 
one doth know. But, be that as it will, 
this univerſal Power muſt of courſe, and 
did actually, create numerous Dependants 
of all Ranks: And the Policy of that Time 
was ſuch, that it was judged, even by the 
Sovereign, neceſſary, and good for his Ser- 
vice, that it ſhould do fo. Becauſe by that 
Means, a Majority in both H=— of 
P————, would be ſecured, to favour 
any Scheme that led to extend the Prero- 
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gative; or tended more to the Benefit and 
Safety of German Intereſts, than to thoſe 
of Great Britain. And the Bent of his 
then Royal Maſter's Affection being na- 
turally, but for Great Britain unhappily, 
turned towards his Continental Dominions, 
this wiſe and faithful Miniſter never checked 


it; but with Britiſb Votes, and at a great 


Expence of Britiſh Blood and Treaſure, 


- Cheriſhed it. 


But this ill - conſidered Delegation of 
Power operated farther than was intended 
by, or was agreeable to, his late Majeſty. 
Like a two-edged Sword, it cut two ways; 


for whilſt it procured a Concurrence of 


P t with the King's Views, in favour 
of the EleQorate, it ſerved to render the 
Miniſter abſolute, and independent of the 
Hand that raiſed him: Inſomuch, that 


the Sovereign was reduced from the glo- 


rious Freedom of Great Britain's King, to 
the impotent Condition of a feudal Prince. 
This brought oftentimes great Diſtreſs and 
Inconvenience on the Crown, not to ſay, 
perſonal Vexation, | 


B Hence 


heath. ut 
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Hence it was, that the King ſeldom, if 
ever, was allowed to diſpoſe of any Office 
in Church or State, according to his own 
Liking; was always reſtrained in the Ap- 
pointment of his own Servants ; forced to 
take in ſuch as the Miniſter commended, 
tho' perſonally diſagreeable to himſelf; and 
more than once neceſſitated to relinquiſh 
his own wiſe Choice of an able Stateſman, 
who did but juſt now worthily preſide in a 
moſt honourable Council, upon an avowed 
Combination of the Miniſter, his Brother, 
and their Creatures, not only to recede 
from the Duty they owed their Sovereign, 
but to embarraſs the Adminiſtration, by 
exerting their P ry Influence to hinder 
the Grant of Supplies within Doors, and by 
Intrigues in the City, to prevent the raiſing 
them without. 


Thus was this Sword ſometimes plunged 
into the Bowels of that Authority that gave 
it Edge; and this unconſtitutional Power, 
and Influence over the People, was exerted 
ſometimes for the Gratification of the Royal 
Will; ſometimes in Contradiction to it, 
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to ſerve a miniſterial Purpoſe ; but at no 
time ever, for the Benefit of the Nation. 
The pernicious Effects of which, being 
felt by King and People in their Turns, and 
being lamented by all good Men, could not 
fail being taken Notice of by his preſent, 
truly, moſt excellent Majeſty ; who becom 
ing a Brit;/hKing over a free People, magna- 
nimouſly reſolved to emancipate the Crown 
from the Thraldom he found it in: And 
having no Attachments, but what are really 
Britiſh, no Predilection but for his native 
Country, nor foreign private Intereſt to 
promote at your Expence, had no Occa- 
ſion for the Arts, that were practiſed in 
the preceding Reign ; but greatly, diſdained 
to move the Machine of Government by 
the ſame Sort of Engine ; or to diſpoſe of 
either the Treaſure or the Offices of State, 
which were appointed for the Good of the 
People, to anſwer Purpoſes leading to their 
Ruin. And at the ſame time, like a true 
Patriot, declared his Royal Intention, to leave 
his Subjects as free in their Voices of 
Election, as they were in their Properties 
and Perſons. 


B 2 Con- 


f?YA— T— — — 


[ 12 ] 


Conſcious of having nothing at Heart, 
ſo much as the Purity, as well as the Se- 
curity of the Conſtitution, the Happineſs 
of his Subjects, and the Glory of his Crown, 
he wiſely avoided the Tramels, that his 
Royal Grandfather moved in, And when 
Death, or voluntary Reſignation preſented \ | 
a Vacancy in Church or State, he with a 
Diſcernment, that would do Honour to an 
older Man, choſe worthy and unexception- 
able Men to do the Duties of it. 


; And here, let me congratulate you, my 
> Countrymen, on having arrived to a Pe- 
TJ : riod, wiſhed for, but deſpaired of, by 
| | your Fathers. Wherein you ſee a native 
q Sovereign, laying the Liberties and Intereſt 
© | of your Country, and the Honour of the 
| Britiſh Crown, above all Conſiderations, 
firſt to Heart ; poſtponing all Regards for 
his foreign Dominions, to thoſe that con- 
cern your Welfare; and making your 
Proſperity and Independence the firſt and 
favourite Object of his Affection, his Coun- 
ſels and his Care. Having nothing in his 
. Wiſhes or Views, but the Permanency 
and 


(13] 
and Increaſe of your Happineſs ; he has 
no Jobb to compaſs ; he has nothing to aſk 
of you in your Repreſentatives, but what 
is good and uſeful to yourſelves: and 
therefore has no Need to uſe Means, till 


now practiſed, to ſecure a Majority in 
P—_ t. 


This Rule of acting muſt naturally give 
Diſguſt to thoſe, who found their Account 
in a contrary Conduct: To verify this Ob- 
ſervation, no more is neceſſary than to re- 
late a Matter of Fact, which at the ſame 
time that it evidences the King's ſole At- 
tention to Britiſb Intereſts, and the Patriot 
Tenderneſs and Frugality of his ſuppoſed 
Counſellor, will alſo inform you of the 
true and only Cauſe of the Change, that 
has taken Place in the Adminiſtration of 
the Treaſury. ; 


When the Subſidy to the King of Pruſſia 
was diſcontinued by the Advice of the pre- 
ſent chief Miniſter, at that Time Secretary 
of State; the then firſt d of the 
T——y, who exerted all his Efforts to 
ſupport and continue that Meaſure, find- 


ing 
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I 
ing himſelf diſappointed in his favourite 
Object, propoſed to make himſelf Amends, 
and to effect his Continental Purpoſes in 


another Shape, by a Motion of a new and 


extravagant Nature. There was a Uſage 
introduced in the laſt Reign of obtaining 
by a Vote of Credit every Seſſion One Mil- 
lion of Money, befides the liberal ordinary 
Grants, to anſwer the unprovided and un- 
foreſeen future Exigencies of the War, Of 
this Uſage the afore- mentioned L—d, on the 
Diſappointment above-related, thought to 
avail himſelf ; and propoſed that Two Mil- 
lions ſhould be exacted for the ſame Ser- 
vice, for which One Million only had been 
ever before defired, and was always found 
to be an adequate Proviſion, 


This Propoſal was traverſed even at his 
own Board; and the utmoſt, that ſome 
of the Members who compoſed it, and 
were moſt forward to favour his Views, 
would agree to, was, that only a Million 
and Half ſhould be demanded. But the 
Scheme was not ſooner laid open to the 
Secretary, than he, from a Britiſb Diſlike 


to foreign Attachments, and a Senſe of 
the 
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the Burthens of the People, already too 
great, oppoſed it as a Meaſure moſt unne- 
ceflary, if it were looked upon only as ap- 
plicable to the Uſes it was pretended to 
ſerve, ſeeing that half the Money would 


be ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; but highly 


inſalutary and improper, if conſidered as 
an Alternative leading to the ſame End that 
the Subſidy to Pruſſia aimed at: And in 
all Caſes it was eſteemed to be a cruel and 
wanton Addition to the heavy Debt the 
Nation is oppreſſed with. But the final 
Deciſion of this Point being to be made 
by his Majeſty, that Ld judging, by 
the ill Reception his Motion met with from 
the Secretary, that it would be over-ruled 
and rejected by the King, through the ſup- 


poſed Influence of that Noble Miniſter, 


with great Indignation againſt the Inſpirer 
of the Royal Mind with that Principle of 
national Oeconomy, made a precipitate 
Reſignation of his high Employment : 
which has been ſince followed by the Se- 
ceſſion of ſome lower Officers. 


His M——y, with his uſual Temper, 
admitted the Reſignation ; and filled the 
Vacancy 


——————— — 
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Vacancy with the Appointment of one, 
whom he had long experienced in the worſt 
of Times, to be faithful, loyal, wiſe and 
honeſt; and who, he knew, was of a 
moderate Spirit, and would confine him- 
ſelf within the Limits of his proper Sphere, 
and to the Buſineſs and Duty of his 
Place. 


Hinc illæ Lachryme ! Hence proceeds 
all the Clamour, our Ears are dinned with 
againſt the Peace. From this Source, as 
the only Cauſe, flows all the Scurrility and 
illiberal Abuſe, that has been, without 
Senſe of Shame or Decency, ſo plentifully 
in Prints and Pamphlets thrown at; all 
the diſingenuous Arts, that have been 
uſed to leſſen Mens Reſpect for, the moſt 
reſpectable Characters; to the great Diſ- 
grace of this Nation in the Eyes of the 
World abroad. | 


Though this be true, yet it muſt not be 
avowed: Truth, in ſome Caſes, cannot 
better bear the Light, than her Adverſary, 
Falſchood. Envy, and the Rage of diſap- 
pointed Ambition, are Enfigns too odious 

to 
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to be hung out, to draw Men after them: 
If they would take good Men in, to for- 
ward their Deſigns, they muſt diſplay the 
Banner of Popularity ; and laying hold of 
ſome Occaſion, the Subject of which, be- 
ing too difficult and complex for the Ge- 
nerality of People to judge in with Preci- 
ſion, and being therefore liable to much 
Cavil and Altercation in the Hands of 
artful and intereſted Men, may be eaſily 
perverted and miſrepreſented; they muſt 
ſuddenly © afſume the Virtue, if they 
c have it not, of Zeal for the Intereſt of 
their Country ; and under Colour of that 
pretended Motive, ſet forward their own 
Purpoſes. 


This Step, I hear, has been taken by 
thoſe ſaid to be in the Oppoſition, with 
regard to the Preliminary Articles of Peace. 
Some of thoſe Men are now, ſuddenly 
animated with Zeal for the publick Wel- 
fare, who, before the Commencement of 
this bloody War, faw with unfeeling 
Hearts the Violences, committed on the 
back Settlers of our American Colonies : 
And though appriſed of the Danger and 

C Damage, 
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Damage, that threatened our Commerce 


with them, by the Stop put to all Efforts 


of Induſtry among them, through the In- 
ſecutity of their Lives and Poſſeſſions; yet 
had no recourſe to other Means of Preven- 
tion or Redreſs, for a too long Series of 
Time, but feeble Negotiations, and ſpi- 
ritleſs Memorials. And when the united 
Reſentment of the Nation called aloud for 
War, to repreſs and puniſh ſuch Outtages, 
how weak and ill appointed their Arma- 
ments were, how invigorous their Ope- 
rations, how ſlow their Motions, how late 
their Expeditions, how inadequate to the 
Occaſion every Step was, which they took, 
and how unconcerned for the Succeſs of 
Britain's Cauſe they were, let the Loſs of 
Minorca, the repeated Loſſes and Defeats 
we ſuffered in America, and the Arts they 
uſed, to prejudice the Sovereign's Mind 
againſt a Miniſter then popular, ſo as to 
difmiſs him, becauſe he would not Conſent 
to a Britiſh War upon the Continent, de- 
termine. Yet, when that ſame Miniſter 
was replaced in his Office, and entered 


into German Engagements, which he had 
ever before declaimed againft, as ruin- 


Ous 
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[ 29 ] 
ous and pernicious to Britain's Intereſt ; 
when, I fay, that popular Miniſter entered 
into thoſe foreign Views, how vigorous 
and prompt were the Counſels and Expe- 
dition of thoſe Men, to carry the War on 
briſkly in Germany] Neither Men nor 
Money were ſpared, but both without, 
grudging, or Loſs of Time, were tranſ- 
parted ; the firſt to be ſlaughtered, by 
way of doing them Honour, in the moſt 
.dangerous Services of the Campaign ; and 
the latter, to be abſorbed in the Caffers of 
foreign Princes, and German Generals. 
And all this, without making, or hoping 
to make the leaſt Acquiſition to their na- 
tive Country of either Territory, Wealth, 
or Commerce, Strange, that thoſe Eyes 
ſhould be ſo quick now to diſcern their 


Country's Good, that then had not the 


leaſt Glimpſe of it ! But perhaps, the 
Splendor of Majeſty, that they then baſked 
in, did too much dazzle their weak Sight, 
to ſee any Thing lying beyond the Limits 
of the Throne; which, now that they are 
retired to the Shade, and move under a 
Cloud, they would make us believe, they 
diſtinctly ſee, 
C 2 But 
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But toaſcertain this Matter, and enable us, 
my Friends, to judge, whether they are more 
diſcerning and tender of your Concerns now, 
.than formerly ; whether in the Oppoſition 
they made, and the Opinion they would 
propagate of the Preliminaries, they conſult 
their own Intereſt, or that of the Publick, let 
us in a plain and impartial Manner, be- 
fitting the Generality of Men, who talk of 
it at all, take that Subject into Conſidera- 
tion; without entering into thoſe Argu- 
ments, that are drawn from the Nature, 
Situation and Commodities of the Coun- 
tries in Queſtion, or from Compariſons of 
Advantages, that one Place will give to 
this or that Kingdom, more than another 
can; all which are for the moſt Part un- 
known, and not underſtood by us, but 
have been ſufficiently diſcuſſed and conſi- 
dered in the Grand Council of the Na- 


tion, 


There, after long Debate and mature De- 
liberation, the ſettled Terms of Peace have 
been approved: Not uncontroverted how- 
ever by Male-Contents,; particularly by a 
late S——ry : Who, having with ſome De- 
: gree 
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gree of Petulance and intemperate Heat, 
abandoned the Truſt, which his King and 
Country had committed to him, received 
from the beſt of Sovereigns, as he himſelf 
expreſſes it, unmerited Marks of Ap- 
«© probation,” and thereby, unjuſtly loſt 
his Popularity; as if the Royal Regard to 
an honeſt Servant were a Crime: or it 
were impoſlible for a Miniſter to be faith- 
ful to King and Country at once ; or which 
is moſt of all injurious and falſe, as if the 


beſt of Kings and Patriots had any Deſign 


to execute, any Point to carry incompatible 
with the Conſtitution, or contrary to the 
Intereſts of the People. 


I ſaid, unjuſtly loſt his Popularity on 
that Occaſion; for, beſides the Reaſons 
in general above hinted at, had not the 
People been intoxicated with Joy, to ſee 
him in Place again, through hope of hap- 


pily emerging by the Vigour of his Coun- | 


ſels out of the deſperate and deſponding 
State they were before plunged into, he 
had loſt it then,' when he departed from 


his own boaſted Principles and Syſtem, - and 
involved 
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involved the Nation in infinitely greater 
Expence of Blood and Treaſure upon the 
Continent, than any Miniſter of England 
in his Place ever dared to attempt. But 
he had Addreſs and Art enough, to amuſe 
the People with Notions of his Indepen- 
dence, and his fole Attachment to their 
Views in carrying the War into Germany, 
while he gratified the Sovereign's Predi- 
lection in Favour of N, in an un- 
parallelled Manner; and after having, by 
his extreme Fondneſs for it, made a Ger- 
man War faſhionable, he had the Ef- 
frontery at the Cloſe of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, to ſeek to impoſe on the Underſtand- 
ing of the World, and excuſe his pre- 
poſterous Conduct by a ridiculous, figura- 
tive Aſſertion, that America was con- 
* quered in Germany.” And now hav- 
ing forfeited for all theſe Reaſons together, 
that Breath of popular Applauſe, where- 
by he lives, be hath ſeized this Occaſion to 
recover it ; and to convince the World, he 
is, notwithſtanding the Penſion to him- 
ſelf, and the Peerage in his Family, un- 
biaſſed by Gratitude or Duty, he wantonly 
| flies 


=o | 
flies in his Royal Benefactor's Face, and 
oppoſes a Meaſure dictated by Humanity, 
paternal Love and good Policy. 


But let us, as I ſaid, conſider this Mea- 
ſure with the Aid of common Senſe only. 
It cannot be denied, that the preſent 
Wealth, internal Power and foreign In- 
uence, that this Kingdom is poſſeſſed of, 
is owing to its extenſive Trade and Com- 
merce: And it is agreed on all Hands, 
that thoſe great Sources of Wealth and 
Strength are moſt open, and productive of 
thoſe Bleſſings in the Time of Peace; and 
that War, like a freezing Winter, not 
only checks their Current, but by its Ca- 
lamities and unavoidable Exigencies, doth 
in great Meaſure dry up and exhauſt the 
Spring, from whence they flow. Of this 
Evil we have ſuffered a large Share, by 
Captures made by the Enemy, by the 
Scarcity and high Wages of Hands to 
man the Merchants Ships, by the Num- 
ber of foreign Markets being leflened to 
us, by our Fears and Danger from the 
Enemy's Privateers, and by the Hopes of 
Gain from our own : Both of which have 

hindered 
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hindered many from venturing all their 
Effects in Merchandize; and excited 
them to apply a Part, no inconſiderable 
Sum, to the equipping of private armed 
Ships to cruiſe upon the Enemy; and 
turned not a few, to the infamous and 
pernicious Practice of Stockjobbing. Now 
it is evident from this, that ſuppoſing our 
Commerce to be no farther extended, than 
it was before the Beginning of the War; 
and that by making this Peace, we are, in 
reſpect of Trade, in no worſe Situation 
than we were then in, this Peace muſt be 
for our Advantage. For Trade now will 
ſuffer no Loſs by the Depredations of the 
Enemy ; there will be no Want of Hands 
to. man our Merchants Ships, and their 
Wages of Courſe will be much reduced ; 
the foreign Markets, that were before ſhut 
againſt us, are now opened; all Appre- 
henſions of Danger, and Hopes of Gain, 
from Privateers on either Side, are at an 
End ; our Merchants will carry on their 
Commerce more largely, and thoſe, who 
diverted their Money from a Courſe of 
Trade, into . other Channels of Buſineſs, 
will now return it back again, and apply 
| It 
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it to the ſame Purpoſes as before, with 
Safety and Succeſs. 


In this abſtracted Way of conſidering 
this Subject, it does appear to be a moſt 
defirable and bleſſed Event to a trading 
People, But if we conſider, that this 
Peace, not only reſtores all the Advantages 
and Extent of Commerce that we enjoyed 
before, but has alſo added ſome exceedingly 
valuable and neceſſary Branches, which we 
never had, it will be found to be not only 
advantageous. in itſelf to this Nation, in a 
very high Degree, but alſo abundantly 
more beneficial, than any Peace that was 
ever made in this Kingdom ; and infinitely 
preferable to the Continuance of a ruin- 
ous and bloody, though in moſt Parts a 


ſucceſsful War. 


This laſt comparative View ſuggeſts an- 
other Conſideration, that ſtrongly marks 
the Salutarineſs of this Peace, and the 
Wiſdom, Humanity and Virtue of the 
Royal Perſon, that concluded it, A Stop 
is put to the Effuſion of Human Blood; 
to a ſhedding of our own Blood, the 

D Blood 
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Blood of our Fathers, Sons, and Brothers. 
Now may the Peaſant put his Hand once 
more unto the Plough : No longer ſhall 
his Fallows lie untilled, nor the Fruits of 
Harveſt periſh on the Ground, for Want 
of Hands to cultivate the one, or to crop 
and fave the other: Now, the working 
Artiſt ſhall eat Bread without Scarceneſs, 
nor be any more obliged to pay artificial 
high Prices for his neceſſary Food, or for 
the Labour of his Men; and all Ranks of 
People ſhall enjoy the Fruits of Induſtry, 
in Peace and Plenty. An End is put alſo 
to the inſupportable Expences of War; of 
that War, which, by the Prodigality of the 
late 8 y, has run our National Debt 
up to the enormous and amazing Sum of 
more than 130 Millions; and, by the En- 
creaſe of Taxes to pay the Intereſt thereof, 
has exceedingly depreſſed the Income of 
the middling Claſs of People; and which, 
if it were continued in Compliance with 
the Spleen of ſome, and the private In- 
tereſt of others, would, in the Judgment 
of knowing, honeſt Men, infallibly ruin 
the Nation: For though ſome Individuals 
might be immenſely enriched by it, yet 
SITY od the 
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the State, as a collective Body, would be 
undone, its Credit loſt, its ſelf become 
Bankrupt; - and the Bulk of the People, 
who are not in the Secret or Way of gain- 
ing by the War, would be exhauſted by 
the Addition of new Taxes, or ruined by 
the low Price, or perhaps Extinction of 
their Stocks in the Publick Funds. 


Nor can this Argument of great Expence 
be retorted upon us againſt this Peace, as if 
we had a Right to better Terms, in Con- 
fideration of that great Expence ; or as if 
the Advantages of this Peace do not com- 
penſate the Loſs of ſo much Treaſure, as 


has been ſpent in the Proſecution of the 


War, For, the Miniſtry concerned in 
making the Peace, are not anſwerable for 
the Expences of the War, in which they 
had no Hand: If they, who guided the 
Meaſures of it were laviſh, and conducted 
it with needlefs and exceſſive Expence, the 
Miniſtry that ſucceeded, cannot be expected 
to work Miracles or do Impoſſibilities, by 
obtaining Terms equivalent to their Extra- 
vagance. All that can be looked for at 
their Hands is, to ſtop that Profuſion, which 
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they did, as far as they could, and as ſoon 
as they came in Place; and to conclude a 
beneficial, honourable and equitable Peace. 
And, if the Benefit and Credit of . ſuch a 
Peace, be not equal to the Expences of the 
War, the Shame and Blame muſt lie at 
their Door, who, by making Alliances with 
Princes on the Continent, and plunging us 
into a German War, not only ſquandered the 
publick Wealth in too high a Degree, to 
admit a Poſſibility for themſelyes or others, 
to procure Returns of proportionate Ad- 
vantage; but alſo impoſed a dead, un- 
weildy Weight on the Negotiations of this 
Peace, and rendered it neceſſary to make 
ſeveral Conceſſions to the Enemy, in order 
to extricate, and reſettle the Affairs of our 
Allies. 


But this is founded on a Suppoſition 
only, of our Expences being greater, than 
the Benefits we have obtained by the Trea- 
ty; which comes with an ill Grace, from 
the Hands of thoſe, who made thoſe Ex- 
pences ſo exceſſive. For, though, on that 
Suppoſition, it is admitted, that the Pre- 
liminaries either are not, or cannot poſ- 


ſibly 
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ſibly be equal to our previous Loſs of Trea- 
ſure, yet it is not granted, that they do fall 
ſhort of it in Value: Many conſidering 
and wiſe Men think, that the Security of 
our American Colonies alone, is worth all 
the Money we have expended. But if we 
reflect, that the greateſt Part of our Ex- 
pences has been in Subſidies, in ſupporting 
Armies of Obſervation and Execution in 
Germany, in barren Expeditions to, and 
deſultory Invaſions of the French Coaſts, 
to carry on a new foreign War, with which 
we had nothing to do, and from which we 
had nothing to expect, but broken Bones, 
the Reputation of being the Bullies of Eu- 
rope, and the Honour of paying Princes, 
to fight their own Battles; if we reflect on 
this, and that the Expences of our own 
War and Quarrel with France, which was 
confined to America and the Seas, were 
comparatively ſmall, and centered among 
ourſelves ; the Terms procured in the Pre- 
liminary Articles will be found to be in- 
finitely ſuperior to whatever has been ex- 
pended on that peculiar Service, 


Thus 
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Thus far, my Friends, the preſent Agree- 
ment with our Enemies appears a happy 
and well-judged Proceeding, conſidered in 


a general Light. Let us now take a more 


particular View, and examine how far the 
firſt Cauſe and great Object of the War 
has been attended to, and anſwered in 
it. u 81 


We all know, that at the Concluſion of 
the late War in 1748, the Limits and 
Boundaries of our Poſſeſſions in North 
America were left unſettled, as if of trivial 
Regard, by the Negotiations of that ſcan- 
dalous Treaty of Peace made at Aix la Cba- 
pelle; and were to be thereafter decided by 
Commiſſaries, to be named for that Pur- 
poſe, And it 1s yet freſh in the Remem- 
brance of every one, that while the Mi- 
niftry here, were amuſed with Conferences 
between the Commiſſaries of England and 
France at Parts, and ſuffered themſelves to 
be cajoled with Promiſes and Aſſurances 
from the Miniſtry at Verſailles, which had 
no Sincerity or Effect, the French were di- 
ligent in executing preconcerted Schemes 
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of Encroachment and Violence on the Bri- 
tiſb Colonies and Subjects in North Ame- 
rica; and had actually formed a Line of 
Forts on Britiſb Territories, to eſtabliſh a 
conſtant Communication between their Set- 


tlements on the Miſiſippi, and their Poſ- 


ſeſſions in Canada; with a View to make 


their future Deſigns upon our Colonies 
more practicable, and in the mean Time 
to exclude us from all Trade and Com- 
merce with the Indians on the Ohio. And, 
not content with that, they, in the Time 
and Courſe of thoſe Operations, had com- 


mitted divers outrageous Acts againſt the 


Subjects and Traders of Great Britain, and 
encouraged and excited the Indians too 
every where, to quarrel with, fall upon, 
and maſſacre the Britiſb Coloniſts in all 
their Settlements. 


This, with the Neglect of the French to 
evacuate the Neutral Iſlands, was the 
Root, out of which the War did grow. 
And it was to retrieve our Affairs, and re- 


aſſure our Rights, that were thus violated, 


in that Country, that the naval and mili- 
| tary 
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tary Force of England has been exerted 
latterly with ſuch Spirit and Succeſs, againſt 
the Poſſeſſions of France, in all Quar- 
ters of the World, except Europe. The 
Operations of the War in Europe t took 
their Riſe from * Principle, in no- 
wiſe _ 


At the . of the War, and 
during Part of its Continuance, all Mens 
Opinions and Diſcourſe turned, upon the 
abſolute Neceſſity of eſtabliſhing, beyond 
Diſpute or Danger, the Boundaries of our 
Colonies, to ſecure not only -the Welfare, 
but the very being of our Planters and 
their Plantations; which would other- 
wiſe, ever lie at the Mercy of an ambiti- 
ous and perfidious Enemy, and be always 
liable to Interruptions, and Incurſions from 
that Quarter : And it was farther argued, 
that if we could be ſo fortunate as to drive 
the Enemy out of Canada, and keep Poſſeſ- 
fion of it, when Peace ſhould be made, it 
would be the only Way to preſerve Peace, 
and our Properties on the Borders; and 
would, at the ſame Time, be a Fund of 

ineſtimable 


* 
"I. a , , * 2 . 


331 
ineſtimable Wealth to the People of this 
Nation, in the Monopoly of its Commo- 
dities. 


This was the Language and Deſire of 
all Men's Hearts; and thanks be to God, 
it has been happily effected by Valour and 
Conduct in the Field, and is, with the 


| Iſland of Cape Breton, ceded and ſecured 


to us for ever with Preciſion, by conſume» 
mate Wiſdom in the Cabinet. And the 
Partition of the neutral Iſlands, another 
Subject of Diſpute, is made in ſo advanta- 
geous a Manner, that out of four, three 
are ceded to Britain, while one, the leaſt 
of all, is left with France, 


Thus we ſee, that the two great and 
only Objects of the War have been fully 
and. entirely attended to: and in ſo per- 
fect and ample a Manner provided for, 
with an Immenſity of Addition, as to take 
away all Poſſibility for ever after, of miſ- 
taking, or pretending to miſtake our 
Boundaries ; and to remove all Colour of 
Excuſe for invading or encroaching on 


our Poſſeſſions. 
| E But 
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But this is not all; there ate yet behind, 
other ſingular, in valuable Points ſecured 
to us for ever in the Treaty we are con- 
ſidering. An amazing Extent of a rich 
and delightful Country at the Back of our 
Plantations, as far as the Miſſiſippi, with 
the free Navigation of that glorious River 
from the Mouth unto the Source, is ceded 
to you in full Right, without Reſtriction, 
or Liberty, on any Pretence whatever, 
hereafter to retract it. Hereby our Colo- 
nies are perfectly ſecured; a Communica- 
tion made between the River of St. Lau- 
rence and the Gulph of Mexico; and an 
eaſy acceſſible Way opened by the Rivers 
Miſiſippi and Mobile, for Merchants and 
Traders to carry on a profitable Traffick 
with the Indians, and Settlers in that 
Country. The large and fertile Province 
of Florida, with the ſtrong Fort of St. Au- 
guſtine is added to this extended Terri- 
tory ; which will effectually anſwer all the 
Purpoſes of holding the Havannab; being 
ſituated ſo, as to be an unfailing Check 
on the Trade and Navigation of the Spa- 
niſþ Galleons, whenever the Intereſt of 
Great Britain requires ſuch a Meaſure : 
and 
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and is more eligible, by reaſon of its 
Contiguity to our other Acquiſitions and 


Settlements. 


By both theſe Ceſſions, the whole Em- 
pire of North America, from the Miſiſippi 
eaſtwards, is annexed to the Briiiſh Crown. 
Beſides theſe, the Grenadas and Grenadines 
make a conſiderable Addition to our Do- 
minion in the Veſt Indies; equal in Value, 
under proper Management, to ſome of 
greater Extent and Name. The Spaniard 
is forced to relinquiſh his pretended exclu- 
ſive Right to Logwood ; and that Bone 
of Contention, which was, in great De- 
gree, the Cauſe of the Violences, that 
brought on the former Spaniſh War, and 
has ever fince ſtuck in the Throat af the 
Spaniſh Court, is now ſwallowed and di- 
geſted: for your Right, to cut and fetch that 
precious Commodity without Moleſtation 
and Interruption, is acknowledged, and 
admitted to be undiſputed for ever. Both 
Nations are obliged to admit you, into the 
fame State of Favour in Point of Com- 
merce, that by their Family Compact, 
they had mutually granted to each other, 
E 2 | and 
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and to Nations the moſt favoured, Mi- 
norca, of the greateſt Conſequence for the 
ſhelter, watering, cleaning and careening 
our Ships in the Mediterranean, whereby 
our alan, Levant, and Turkey Trades are 
protected, and we are Maſters of thoſe 
Seas; that Iſland, loſt by the Supineneſs 
and lingering Timidity of a former Admi- 
niſtration, is recovered to us, by the At- 
tentiveneſs and Reſolution of the preſent, 
Oftend and Nieuport, thoſe dangerous Poſ- 
ſeſſions in the Hands of France, are not 
truſted to the French King's Neclaration, 
* that he never intended to keep them,” 
as was propoſed to be done in the Negotia- 
tion with Mr. de Buffy ; but it has been 
peremptorily required of France, to eva- 
cuate them immediately. In Africa, the 
valuable and important Acquiſition of Se- 
negal is guarantied to England: An Eſta- 
bliſhment, from which alone by the Gum, 
Gold Duſt, Slave and Ivory Trade, we 
may acquire ineſtimable Wealth. _ 


And with Regard to our continental En- 
gagements, there is an Article, that muſt 
give every true Engl ſhman the greateſt 
| | | Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, hitherto unknown; that frees 
and diſengages us from all Connexions 
with, all Obligations to aſſiſt, our German 
Allies. Whereas had the Terms offered 
to the Enemy, in the aforeſaid Negotia- 
tion with M. de Buffy, been accepted of, 
we ſhould have been not the leſs, em- 
broiled upon the Continent, and have had 
but a motley Peace, half Peace, half War, 
with little Variation of Expence ; it be- 
ing, as you may all remember, one entire 
and ſeparate Article of the then propoſed 
Preliminaries, that, England ſhall aſſiſt 
e the King of Prufia with Vigour and 


* good Faith. 


But to proceed; if the Affairs of the 
Eaſt India Company be a national Con- 
cern, as I doubt they cannot be eſteem- 
ed ſo, ſeeing they are, by reaſon of 
their private Monopoly, and ſome of 
their Imports being inconſiſtent with 
ſome of the ManufaQtories of the Na- 
tion, very prejudicial to the Intereſts of 
the Nation; I ſay, if their Affairs be 
worthy the Care and Attention of the 
Goyernment, they have not been left, as 

was 
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was propoſed by the late SS—=ry in the 
abovementioned Negotiation, to the fu- 
ture Agreement of the two Companies ; 
whoſe Avarice and mutual Grudge might 
ever prevent-their Compoſition : But, that 
all Cauſe of Diſſenſion in the moſt diſtant 
Places might be taken away, and no Inte- 
reſts neglected, even the moſt remote ones, 
wherein the Britiſb Subjects are concern- 
ed, ſee, even theſe are ſettled, in their 
preſent Poſture, with ſingular and un- 
ſpeakable Advantage; and would have 
been indiſputably enhanced to the Com- 
pany by the Addition of perhaps 12000 /. 
a Year more, had it not been for the er- 
roneous and blundering Computation of 
Time made by themſelves, or their Chair- 
man, in the Return they preſented to the 


Miniſtry. 


Such are the principal Advantages, my 
Friends, derived to you and your Poſte- 
rity from the preſent Preliminaries of 
Peace. Numerous and great in the Time 
that now is, but greater and more nume- 
rous, I truſt, in Reverſion. 


I know, 
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I know, it is argued in Disfavour of 
this Treaty, that our Miniſters ought not 
to have allowed France, the Liberty of 
Fiſhing on the Banks of Newfoundland, 
and in the Gulph and River of St. Lau- 
rence ; that we were in a Condition to ex- 
act her Renunciation of that Privilege; 
and that it would have been the beſt Po- 
licy in the Miniſtry, to have taken this 
Opportunity of her Depreſſion, to effect 
ſo deſirable a Point. But let us make uſe 
of common Senſe only in conſidering this 
Objection, and, I doubt not, you will 
think that, that Matter could not poſſibly 
ſtand otherwiſe than it does, 


That Privilege was granted by the 
Treaty of Utrecht ; was enjoyed without 
Interruption or Diſpute from that Time, 
until the Breaking out of the late War in 
17433 was renewed and confirmed at the 
making of Peace in 1748 by the Treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle; was afterwards freely 
uſed till the laſt War began in 1756; and 
finally, was by the late S———y, in the 
aforementioned Negotiation, offered to be 
reſtored in its fulleſt Extent, together with 


the 
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the Iſland of St. Peter; and was held by 
him in the ſame Degree of Eſtimation, as 
putting the Harbour of Dunkirk into the 
State it ought to be in by the Treaties of 
Utrecht and Aix la Chapelle ; being pro- 
poſed by him, as an Equivalent for their 
performing what thoſe Treaties obliged 
them to, with regard to the Works in 
that Harbour. | 


In dealing with Adverſaries of all Sorts 
and Ranks, we know what an inſuperable 
Diſadvantage a Man labours under, who 
contends a Point that has been repeatedly 
given up by his own Family formerly, or 
by thoſe of his own Side and Connexion 
now. Though there be a wide Difference 
between the Dealings of Man and Man in 
private Life, and the Treaties of great and 
powerful States, yet the Circumſtances of 
our Miniſtry, with regard to this Article, 
were attended with Difficulties pretty fimi- 
lar. The Subject in Queſtion had been at 
ſeveral Times formerly conceded by their 
Predeceſſors, and not very many Months 
ago was again offered by one, that then 
guided the Counſels of Great Britain, and 

is 
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is ſtill in being. What new Reaſon could 


have been ſuggeſted ſince that Time ? 
What Matter, undiſcovered then, has been 
produced to Light within that Period? Or 
what Arguments, that were not equally 
ſtrong 18 Months ago, could be urged 
now, to abate a Privilege ſo often and ſo 
recently allowed ? 


It will be ſaid, that fince that offer was 
made, we have gained great Advantages 
over the French; that our Condition is 
better now, than it was then, and theirs 
is worſe, | 


I do not know of any material Advantage 
we have gained fince that Time, to make 
our Condition better, or theirs worſe, but 
the Conqueſt of Martinico. Their Marine 
was then, as it is now annihilated ; their 


Trade cut off and deſtroyed ; their Poſſeſ- 


ſions and Plantations. in all Parts of the 
World torn from them; their Credit as 
much ſunk ; and their Attempts and De- 
ſigns upon the Continent equally baffled 
and defeated. Now, if this ill Poſture of 
their Affairs be a good Reaſon at this 

F Time, 
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Time, apainſt reſtoring to them the Privi- 
lege under our Conſideration, or any other 
Thing that once belonged to them, it will 
operate as ſtrongly, againſt the Willing- 
neſs of the Miniſter of that Time to re- 


ſore them then, And it requires a good 


deal of Confidence to affirm, and ſome So- 
phiſtry to prove, that our Condition is bet- 
tered ſince, ſeeing that we are a vaſt many 


Millions more in debt, and the leſs able to 


continue the War, or to inſiſt upon every 
Advantage. 


And with regard to Martinico; I ſee not 
how the Acquiſition of it can at all influ- 
ence the Terins of this Negotiation other- 
wiſe, than by conſidering it as an Ad- 
vantage to be conceded by Way of Equi- 
valent for. ſome other Thing. But as the 
Eaſtern Part of Louiſiana makes one Article 


of Ceſſion on the Part of France in the 


preſent Preliminaries, that is not to be 
found in the late 8 y's Propoſals to Mr. 


de Buſſy, and as Martinico has been the 
only Acquiſition made fince, and is now to 
be reſtored, it is evident that the Ceſſion of 
that Country has been the Price of the 
Reſti- 
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Reſtitution of that Iſland. And it would 
be extremely difficult, if not impoſſible for 
the Objectors to ſhew that this little Iſland 
was worth even this, not to ſay more Con- 
ceſſions. 


I remember when the firſt Attack upon 
that Iſland failed, and Guadaloupe was ſoon 
after conquered, much Pains were taken 
to reconcile the People to the Diſappoint- 
ment of their Hopes at the former, by de- 
preciating that Iſland, and repreſenting, un- 
der ſtated authentick Accounts, the Inſig- 
nificancy and little Value of its Exports 
and Produce, and the great Superiority of 
Guadaloupe over it in that Particular, How. 
it has riſen ſo much in Merit and Conſi- 
deration in little more than twelve Months: 
time, as to be thought, now it is to be re- 
ſtored, well worth our Retention ; and the 
Conqueſt of it to be urged as a ſufficient 
Reaſon for keeping poſſeſſion of its neigh- 
bouring conquered Iſlands, for refuſing the 
above Privilege of fiſhing, and for ac- 
quiring all North America too, is above my 
Capacity to explain, and muſt be left to be 
accounted for by the uncommon Genius 
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of the late S—y, who is uſed to aſſert 
Paradoxes, and 1s not aſhamed to contra- 
dict in Practice and Diſcourſe in one Year, 
what he paſſionately aſſerted and inſiſted on 
in another. 


But farther, if this Fiſhery be dear to 
us, it is not leſs ſo to them. The S——y, 
and thoſe who were concerned in the above 
Negotiation with Mr. de Buffy, found it to 
be ſo: And an honourable Gentleman, who 
was intimately converſant with the French 
Miniſtry, and had ſounded them often on 
that Head, lately declared in an auguſt 
Aſſembly, that it was his Opinion that the 
French never would relinquiſh that Right, 
but with their Exiſtence. Had our Mi- 
niſtry then infiſted on it with the Peremp- 
torineſs of a Superior that would take all 
Advantages, the Negotiation muſt have 
been broken off, the War would have been 
continued to an Exceſs that would have 
exhauſted our Reſources of Men and Mo- 
ney ; and though it might be ſucceſsful, 
and new Conqueſts might be made, yet 
our Succeſs and Conqueſts would in the 
End prove our Ruin. 


And 
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And if the Continuance of a bloody and 
impoveriſhing War was to be the Price of 
annihilating that Right, we have Reaſon, 
my Countrymen, to rejoice and give Thanks 
to God for inſpiring our Rulers with a Re- 
ſolution not to acquire it at fo dear a Pur- 
chaſe, It is therefore once more confirmed 
by Treaty; but will be enjoyed with leſs 
Advantage to them and Detriment to us for 
the future than heretofore. For by the 
ſame Treaty that allows it, they are de- 
prived of the Ifland of Cape Breton, and of 
the Fiſhery on its Coaſts, 'nearer than fif- 
teen Leagues; of the Town and Harbour 
of Loutſbourg, formerly a ſtrong and ſafe 
abiding Place for themſelves and Shipping ; 
and as they have now no Harbour in that 
Quarter, for other Ships than fiſhing Veſ- 
ſels, and no Fortifications or Military Force 
allowed them there, it will depend on but 
a ſmall Share, of Attention and Vigilance 
in the Britiſh Miniſtry hereafter, that they 
make not the leaſt Advantage from it, 
other than the neat Price and Produce of 
their Fiſh. 


But the Reſtitution of Martinico itſelf, of 
Guada- 
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Guadalbupe, Mariegalante, Defiderada, Goree 
and Belle Ie is cenſured as too great a 
Conceſſion ; and by ſome it is affirmed, 
that they ſhould all be kept, together with 
Canada, while others more moderate, but 
more artful, contend that any thing, even 


Canada, ſhould have been rather yielded 
than theſe. 


It is to be obſerved here in general, that 
a Thought of retaining every Conqueſt is 
chimerical, and impoſſible to be effected. 
It was cuſtomary indeed in Times of Bar- 
bariſm, for thoſe Monſters of Cruelty, the 
Heroes of Antiquity, and for the more ſa- 
vage Saracens, without any Regard to 
Equity, to facrifice whole Kingdoms to 
their Luſt of Empire : but bleſſed be God, 
ſuch Rapaciouſneſs is unuſual now, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Mode and Law of Na- 
tions in theſe modern, civilized and Chriſ- 
tian Ages. To intend the Retention of all 
the Conqueſts a Nation makes, beſpeaks a 
graſping tyrannical Ambition, aiming at 
univerſal Supremacy ; that no ſooner ſnews. 
itſelf in either King or State, but it excites 


the Reſentment and Abhorrence of all the 
World. 


| 
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World. It is a Temper very different from 
that of Britain's King or People ; whoſe 
amiable Character is, Generofity and Mo- 
deration towards a vanquiſhed Enemy, the 
tendereſt Regard to the Rights of Princes, 
and the conſtant Preſervation of the Even- 
neſs of Power throughout Europe. Be- 
ſides, none of thoſe Places were any Part 
of the Object of the War; and they were 
attacked and conquered only with a View 
to bring the Enemy to Reaſon, and oblige 
them to do us Juſtice, in reſpect to the firſt 
Cauſe of our Quarrel with them. But if 
they were all to be retained, they would, 
with our other Acquirements make ſo con- 
ſiderable an Addition, to our ordinary Ex- 
pences in Time of Peace, that we ſhould 
not find ourſelves much relieved by Peace, 
from the Burthen and Expence of War. 


As to the latter Part of the Objection, 
that it would have been better to have 
yielded up even Canada than thoſe; it muſt 
be obſerved that in that Caſe, the grand 
Principle of the War would have been 
neglected and given up: Our Colonies, 
which make ſo great a Part of the Strength 


and 
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and Riches of Exgland, would be inſecure 
as before, their Proſperity precarious, and 
a Door left open for the ſame Violences; 


Incroachments and Invaſions to begin a new 


War, as did produce this. And here let 
it be remembered, that when Canada, and 
thoſe Iſlands were ſubdued, it became a 
Subject of Diſpute which of the two ſhould 
be given up at the making of Peace. Much 
Argument was uſed on both Sides, to eſta- 
bliſh the Preference, that each of them 
gave to their favourite Conqueſt, In my 
Judgment, the Argument was ſtrongeſt 
with thoſe, who adviſed the holding of 
Canada, and the Reſtitution of the Iſlands. 
The then S——ry thought ſo too; and 
his City Friend, if he did not form the 
S——=y's Opinion in that Matter, did at 
leaſt ſtrengthen and confirm it: for we 
find the Reſtitution of the Sugar Iſlands 
makes one Article in his Propoſals, and the 
Retention of Canada another. What then 
can be the Reaſon of his ſo long and pain- 


fully declaiming againſt the reſtoring of 


them now? Is it owing to any new Im- 
provement of our Circumſtances, to any 


Change of our Condition for the better 
ſince 


2 
* „2 KT „„ 


\ L 
l N 
| 
: 
| 
' 


( 49 ] 
fince that Time, on Account of Marti- 
nico? The Non-entity of ſuch Improve- 
ment and Change, and the Abſurdity of 
the ſuppoſed All-ſufficiency of that Iſland, 


has been already taken Notice of. Is it 
owing then, to a Reſolution formed to op- 


poſe the Miniſtry right or wrong, and to 
eſpouſe that Opinion, whatſoever it be, that 
is directly contrary to theirs ? Let the im- 
partial World judge. Or finally, is it owing 
to his City Friend's having experienced, 
againſt his former Expectations, that his 
private Intereſt is greatly promoted, by our 
Merchants having the Monopoly of Sugar, 


and by an exorbitant Price, before unheard 


of, that has thereby been advanced upon 
that neceſſary Commodity ? How probable 
this is, I leave to the Judgment of all Men, 
who underſtand the Bent of the Human 
Heart, tainted with ſelfiſh, avaricious Af- 
fections, or know the Power of private 
Friendſhip. 


With regard to the Reſtitution of Goree”; 
it is to be obſerved, that being of ſmall 
Conſequence in itſelf, and its Climate not 
favourable to Engliſh Conſtitutions, the 

G Want 
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Want of it is no Loſs. And as Reſtitu- 


tion muſt be made of one of our Acqui- 
fitions on the Coaſt of Africa, it was me- 
ritorious in the Miniſtry to reſtore the leaſt 
valuable, and moſt diſtant, Muſt be made, 
I ſaid; for it is evident that in the above- 
mentioned Negotiation with M. de Buſy, 
France inſiſted on one of them, and though 
Goree is not among the S——y's Conceſ- 
fions, yet his Refuſal was attended with a 
Douceur, viz. that ſome Expedient ſhould 
be admitted, which might anſwer all the 
Purpoſes France aimed at in poſſeſſing the 
Place : which no doubt inſpired them with 
a Hope, and a Firmneſs of Reſolution to 
recover it in ſome ſubſequent Treaty. And 
I dare venture to affirm, that it is of much 


| lefs Detriment to us to give it up, than to 


be at the Expence of ſettling it, and keep 
guard and garriſon there, to let the French 
divide with us the Benefit and Utility of 
it. 4 


It would be an Affront to your Under- 
ſtanding, to offer at any Reaſons for re- 
ſtoring the inſignificant Iſland of Belle- Mie. 
An Iſland, which though it coſt the Na- 

tion 


. 
tion an extravagant Sum, yet was not ex- 
pected by thoſe, who planned the Expedi- 
tion againſt it, to make Retorn nd a Shilling 
Advantage. 


Having now, my Countrymen and 
Friends, laid theſe Things before you in 


their true and native State, I believe you 


muſt be convinced, that the preſent Diſpo- 
ſition of Affairs, is the beſt for us that could 
be: And that nothing, but private Intereſt, 
diſappointed Ambition, and . perſonal IIl- 
will, has induced Men, by forming Oppo- 
ſition to it, to diſturb the domeſtic Peace 
of their Country, and ſeek to violate that 
ſweet Harmony, that ſubſiſted between the 
moſt virtuous of all Princes and his Sub- 
jets. It muſt be evident to you, that this 
Meaſure of the Government was attacked, 
only to come at the Miniſter who con- 


ducted it; and that the Deſign of the Party 


in Oppoſition was, through that to pierce 
his Side. . 


But let us, for our farther Satisfaction, 
enquire, how this Spleen and perſonal IIl- 
will is grounded; and what Cauſe this 

G 2 Noble- 
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Nobleman has given for ſuch malicious 
Treatment. Has he behaved with Haugh- 
tineſs and Arrogance to his Companions in 
the Adminiſtration? Has he been oppreſ- 
ſive in his Station, or injurious to his In- 
feriors, even the loweſt Claſs of Men? 
Has he been pitileſs, and inſenſible of their 
Burthens, or regardleſs of their Remon- 
ſtrances and Complaints againſt new and 


heavy Impoſitions, which affected them 
alone r. Has he admitted any thing in mo- 


ral Conduct to offend good Men, or to 


diſgrace his Rank and Birth ? Let his Ene- 


mies ſpeak.—Alas ! they are filent. Thoſe 
Men, that were induſtrious to render him 
unpopular by diſingenuous and the baſeſt 
Arts, and to blaſt his Credit by vile Inſi- 
nuations, as contrary to Truth as to De- 


cency and good Manners, thoſe very Men 


charge him with none of theſe ; but, by 
their Silence © againſt the Teeth and Fore- 
e head of their” Cauſe, are forced to give 
the ſtrongeſt Evidence in his Favour. Were 
there the leaſt Reaſon or Colour of Truth, 
to eſtabliſh an Imputation of ſuch Con- 


duct, they, who have ranſacked the whole 
Magazine of Malice, would not have over- 


looked 


1 3 


looked ſo material and effectual Means of 
compaſſing their End. 


What Evil then hath he done? Has he 
in public Life, in his political Capacity, 
either done, or adviſed the doing of, any 
thing illegal, unconſtitutional or againſt the 
Good and Intereſt of the People? No ſuch 
thing. Neither is that pretended by his 
Adverſaries. The only Inſtance of his 
Conduct, wherein the Intereſt of the Peo- 
ple is pretended to be not enough attended 
to, is the Proceeding, that has been before 
us; and for what Reaſon, and with what 
Juſtice that is objected to him as a Fault, 
you all have ſeen, and no doubt will judge 
impartially. 


But ſay ſome, he is ambitious, and has 
aſpired to Power and Honours he was 
not entitled to. This Charge comes with 
an ill Grace from Men, on whom it may 
be, with great Truth, retorted. But, if 
to engage the Confidence and Eſteem of a 
moſt virtuous Prince by the faireſt and moſt 
laudable Means; by a long unintermitted 

Courſe 
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Courſe of Duty and perſonal Affection, by 
improving the Underſtanding of his Youth 
with the beſt Knowledge, and inſpiring 
his Royal Breaſt with the nobleſt Senti- 
ments of Religion, Truth, Juſtice, Ho- 
nour, Love of Liberty and of his Peo- 
ple, by his own poſſeſſing the beſt Qua- 
lities of the Head and Heart, Wiſdom, 
Sincerity and Modeſty, by the conſtant 
PraQtice of the Virtues of Society, and by 
an unaffected Diſplay of the genteeleſt ex- 
terior Accompliſhments, all united, with 
the moſt illuſtrious Birth, high Heredi- 
tary, not new, Rank, and an immenſe 
Property, all which do well entitle any one 
to the moſt exalted Honours; I ſay, if 
this be Ambition, I hear the Earl of Bute 
is full of it. For, I hear Numbers, other- 
wiſe not well affected to him, own, that 
he has done thoſe Things, that he daily 
practices thoſe Means, and is thus uncom- 
monly qualified. If this be Ambition; 
let ſuch Ambition flouriſh ! May it ever 
live, and be rooted in the Heart of 
every Counſellor and Miniſter of the 
Crown 

If 
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If to accept at his Royal Maſter's 
Hand unſollicited Honours, and Employ- 
ments, not ſo much the Reward of paſt, 
as they are an Inlet to future Services ; if 
to diſcharge the Functions of thoſe Em- 
ployments wiſely and honeſtly, for the 
Honour of the Crown and the Welfare 
of the Realm ; if to give the wholeſame 
and glorious Advice of governing a frea 
People, no longer by Corruption, but ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution, of aboliſhing 
Faction, and without any Diſtinction but 
Honeſty and Merit, calling to the vari- 
ous Offices in Church and State only 
the beſt Men, of whatſoever Party and 
Denomination; if this is to be ambi- 
tious, I am told, and Fame reports, 
that the Lord Bute is greatly ſo: And 
may he long live ſo! May Britain's King 
and People never be without ſuch an am- 
bitious Miniſter ! 


If the diſintereſted Choice our King, 


for his People's Good, did make, of aſj- 
certaining his Revenue at Boo,oool. per 
Annum, at a Time when it ſtood charged 

| with 
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with large Annuities, was ſubject to the 
Maintenance of all his Royal Brethren, 


and had in View perhaps a numerous Iſſue 
of his own, rather than have it ſettled as in 


the late Reign, whereby he would have a 


moral Certainty of making it conſiderably 
more: if his preferring in this Point the 
good Will and Intereſt of his People, to 
his own pecuniary Advantage ; if that 
Patriot Spirit and Regard for the Reli- 
gion, Laws, Liberties and Property of 
his Subjects, which moved his generous 


Heart to ſecure the Integrity and Inde- 


pendency of the Judges, thoſe Bulwarks 
of them all, and to put them out of the 
Power and Influence of himſelf and his 
Succeſſors; if that Principle of Oecono- 
my, which we ſee at work, and that the 
formed Deſign, already begun, of reſcind- 
ing uſeleſs Employments, and retrenching 
extravagant Expences, that under former 
Adminiſtrations were accumulated to in- 
creaſe the Number of their Dependents, 
regardleſs of the Groans of a ſuffering 
loyal People; if all this, be the Effect of 
the Earl of Bute's Influence, and the Re- 
ſult 
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ſult of his. Counſels, what Engh/hman, 
that is a Friend to his King, his Country, 
or himſelf, can be diſſatisfied at that 
Nobleman's Situation? A Situation ſo de- 
ſervedly acquired, and wherein he acts ſo 
honeſtly, above Example? Who is there, 
that is not a Slave to Paſſion, Prejudice, or 
Intereſt, that will not rather give Thanks 
to God and the King, and pray for the 
Continuance of ſo great and uncommon a 
Blefling ? And what is to be thought, my 
Friends, of thofe, who meanly traduce ſo 
worthy a CharaQter ; who by falſe Repre- 
ſentations prevent that Affection in you to- 
wards him, that Popularity, that the Rec- 
titude of his Conduct juſtly intitles him 
to; and which his ſuperior Merit will in 
ſpite of Malice one Day give him ? 


It is fitting, that you ſhould judge for 
yourſelves, and put aſide that Veil, by 
which thoſe Men would obſcure your 
Sight. You are all free Men, my Friends; 
ſhew yourſelves ſo; and be not enſlaved to 
the Opinions and Views of others. Diſ- 
grace not yourſelves and your Underſtand- 

_ ings, 
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ings, with being made Tools to ſhape out 
the ſecret, deformed Deſigns of Men, 
actuated only by a Hope of their own 
Advantage, not yours; who would in- 
flame you with groundleſs Imaginations, 
and improve your Diſcontents of their own 
creating, to eſtabliſh themſelves in their 
former Capacity, to play the ſame Game 
over again, to your undoing. Take a 
View of Men and Things in their own 
Light, ſuch as they themſelves afford, not 
in the deceitful reflected Light, which a 
Jaundiced Eye caſts on them. | 


Peace with the World Abroad, is now 
once more reſtored to the Land: And as 
far as human Wiſdom could provide, all 
Caution has been uſed to make it laſting, 
and to prevent the Return of War. Let us 
preſerve and cheriſh it among ourſelves alſo. 
Let us not under Colour of Love to our 


Country, or with Pretences of Defects in 


the Terms of Peace, gratify the Spleen of 
our late Enemies by our unnatural Diſſen- 
tions and Diviſions; or render that really 


unproductive of Good, which is now but 


pretended 
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pretended to be ſo: Let us not fruſtrate 
the Humane and Patriot Intention of the 
Royal Maker of this Peace ; but thank- 
fally concur with his gracious Views to- 
wards our Happineſs, by ſtifling the Spirit 
of Faction, by adding to our Loyalty, Af- 
fection; and unto Affection, Gratitude ; 
and unto Gratitude; Reſpect ; let us im- 
prove the Opportunity, that Reſt and 
Safety gives us, of increaſing our Wealth 
by Increaſe of Induſtry and Trade; and of 
reducing the Weight of Debt and Taxes, 
that both of them lie under. 


Mark thoſe Men, who do otherwiſe, 
and go about ſtirring up Diſcontent and 
Strife ; who ſeek to interrupt the Tran- 
quillity of the Kingdom by reviving hateful 
Diſtinctions of Party Names, long ſince 
forgotten : Men, whoſe Principle is, to 
clip the Wings of Majeſty ; whoſe Prac- 
tice has been to endeavour in ſeveral In- 
ſtances to ont-ſtretch them to your Preju- 
dice: Who uſurp the Royal Power to 
- raife their own. Eſtimation, leaving the 
true Proprietor nothing but the Name. 

H 2 Such 
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Such Men are not Friends either to the 
King or you. They ſeek their own Gran- 
deur and Eſtabliſhment ; not his or yours : 
To compaſs that, they will move Earth 
and Hell; they will ſharpen their old 
Inſtrument, the Mob, and patroniſe and 
encourage their licentious Inſults on Sacred 
Majeſty, ſo far at leaſt, as not to rebuke 
or diſavow them. 


Upon the whole Matter, to govern the 
Realm of Great Britain by a Junto or 
Cabal, that moulds King and Parliament 
into what Shape they pleaſe, is illegal, un- 
conſtitutional and pernicious: It is that 
Form of Government, the worſt Sort of 


Ariſtocracy, called Oligarchy, that has 


been found at all Times and in all Coun- 
tries, cruel and oppreſſive to Individuals, 
and ruinous and ſubverſive of the State. 
The legal, happy Adminiſtration of Eng- 
land is in the King, the Nobles, and the 
Commons. The Purity and Proſperity of 


that wiſe Eſtabliſhment conſiſts in each of 


theſe being free; in the unbiaſſed Exer- 
ciſe and Enjoyment of their reſpective 
lawful 
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lawful Powers, Privileges, and Rights, 


From the happy Union and Proportion of 


which, ariſes that Strength and Beauty in 


the Structure ; that is the Terror of our 
Enemies, and. the Admiration of the 


. World, 


This genuine Method of Government 
ſeems to be the Plan of our Patriot King 
and Miniſtry, Deſigning to leave the other 
two Parts of the Conſtitution in their na- 
tive legal Freedom, he nobly reſolves to 
be free himſelf, and to ſhake off Miniſte- 
rial Bonds. 


I will now take leave of you, my Coun- 
trymen and Friends, adding but one Ob- 
ſervation more. You have had one Mini- 
ſter, who uſed his Influence on you or 
your Repreſentatives, only to elevate his 
own Conſequence, and to gratify the In- 
clination of his Maſter towards Hanover. 
You have had another, raiſed upon your 
Shoulders, who, taking Advantage of his 
Popularity, reconciled to him his offended 
King; and in Concurrence with the former, 

turned 
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turned the Favour he had with you, to anfwer 
Purpoſes, that ought to have deprived him 
of it; to depreſs you with the Weight of 
an unprofitable, expenſive War, which 
you might have well avoided ; and which 
has been the true Cauſe of your not hav- 
ing obtained all the pretended Advantages 
in the Treaty now made, that he and his 
Party inſiſt you ſhould have had. You 
have now, a Miniſter faking a Courſe 
widely different ; exerting his Credit and 
Favour with the Crown, to. extricate- you 
from that Gulph, and to promote Mea- 
ſures of good Policy, Peace, and national 
Oeconomy, that lead to your Freedom, In- 


dependency and Happineſs. 


The EN D. 


